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1.1 Introduction
Long Eaton Town Centre is scheduled to 
benefit from several large-scale investments 
in the future, including the development of 
the HS2 rail line. In parallel, town centres face 
the challenge of evolving retail landscape 
and shopping habits as well as the legacy 
of post-war reconstruction decisions that 
prioritised vehicle mobility. At the time of 
writing, the public health challenges of 
COVID-19 also led to an interrogation on the 
potential of the public highway to aid with 
social distancing measures while providing 
more attractive public spaces for people. 
It is in this context that Erewash Borough 
Council (EBC) is seeking to invest in the 
transformation of the junctions on Derby 
Road as the main gateway to the town 
centre. 

For this purpose, EBC has commissioned 
AECOM to conduct a high-level study to 
identify spatial options and placemaking 
solutions to transform the current function 
and appearance of the junctions on Derby 
Road and the surrounding area. 

1.2 Context of the study
Long Eaton has been included in the 
Government’s Towns Fund programme, 
with the potential for significant funding 
being made available for investment in a 
series of strategically important projects. 
The current study has reference to a traffic 
study undertaken by AECOM for EBC in 
spring and summer 2020 to examine traffic 
conditions in Long Eaton and identify 
potential schemes that could alleviate 
traffic delays, improve road safety, and 
promote sustainable transport. The traffic 

1. Introduction

study concluded with a list of potential 
options, including the reconfiguration of the 
Derby Road junctions. In parallel, EBC also 
commissioned AECOM in summer 2020 
to produce a high-level concept design 
for placemaking interventions on the High 
Street, which would then be included in the 
Towns Fund submission to Government. 
The main Derby Road junctions, a pair 
of roundabout on the A6005 corridor 
located only 200 metres north of the High 
Street, were also identified as an area with 
a very strong potential for public realm 
improvements. The current appointment 
seeks to provide a high-level concept 
design with associated costing to outline 
place-led solutions to traffic and pedestrian 
challenges at the Derby Road junctions and 
adjoining areas of the town centre.
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1
Redesigning the layout of the main A6005 junction to 
change its current function, with an emphasis on pedestrian 
movements and local access

2
Improving the appearance of the public realm, 
transforming the Derby Road junctions from a vehicle-
dominated space into an attractive place in the town 
centre

3
Removing conflicts between bus stops and  
vehicle traffic

4
Cycle safety improvements

5
Considerations for trees, lighting, seating, and  
street furniture.

1.3 Objectives
The main aim of the study is to produce 
spatial design options to improve the 
“place” function of the main Derby Road 
junctions and adjoining sections of the 
A6005, creating a stronger gateway into 
the town centre and offering a higher-
quality environment with improvements to 
pedestrian movements. The study would 
also need to include an estimated cost and 
realistic timeframe for the delivery of the 
works. The provisions would need to be 
holistic and supplement other proposed 
or anticipated investments in the wider 
Long Eaton Town Centre. EBC, however, 
requested the proposals to disregard 
the potential implications of the arrival of 
HS2 because these works fall outside the 
timeframe for HS2. A working study area 
was established and consists of a core and 
additional study areas (see Figure 1). 

1 Introduction

The key objectives that emerged from 
both EBC’s concerns and the results of 
the online public consultation for Town 
Investment Plan were:
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Derby Road junctions 
core area boundary

Derby Road junctions 
wider area boundary

Erewash Canal

Existing railway

KEY

Figure 1: Area of study



1.4 Structure of this report
This study provides a high-level assessment 
of the key issues and opportunities relating 
to the reconfiguration of the Derby Road 
junctions and adjoining sections of the 
A6005 and draws upon both the consultant 
team’s own assessment of the matter and 
inputs from EBC officers. A vision workshop 
facilitated the engagement between the 
consultant team and stakeholders to 
interrogate the project brief, define the area 
of intervention, distill and test some early 
observations and approaches to the site, the 
aim being to arrive at a draft Vision for the 
regeneration of the Derby Road junctions, as 
well as two spatial options for the study area. 
The report is set out as follows:

1
Introduction

2
Baseline - key aspects of the site and current condition

3
Workshops 

4
Preferred Options - drawing on the options prepared  
for the workshops.

Appendix
Potential interventions - a wide variety of examples 
illustrates potential design in various categories in order  
to enhance the quality of place.

5
Summary and Next Steps

1 Introduction
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2. Baseline

2.1 Introduction
Long Eaton Green is the historic gateway to 
the town and connects with roads leading 
towards Derby and Nottingham. The town 
remained a small agricultural settlement 
until the beginning of the 19th century, at 
which point it experienced a rapid increase 
in population. This change in the town’s 
fortunes was due to the arrival of canal, and 
then rail, networks and, more importantly, 
the presence of the lace making industry, 
which was able to exploit the presence of 
the new transport infrastructure. Other 
important industries included rail wagon 
making, and the consequence of this 
confluence of infrastructure and industry 
was a massive increase in the population 
of the town from approximately 500 at the 
start of the 19th century to over 13,000 at 
the end. As with many other newly enriched 
industrial towns of the period, Long Eaton 
benefited from significant investment in new 
buildings and infrastructure, especially in the 
central part of the town, where many civic 
and private buildings from the Victorian and 

Edwardian period still characterise the place. 
In addition, a number of significant industrial 
buildings are located on the periphery of the 
town centre, many of which have been re-
purposed by furniture manufacturers, both 
large and small, who provide products for 
the furniture market worldwide. 

The Green, therefore, changed from a 
gateway at the edge of the town centre that 
leads to its rural hinterland, to an important 
transport node at the crux between the 
roads to Derby and Nottingham and the 
Erewash Canal in a town experiencing 
rapid industrial growth. The post-war 
period has consolidated the role of the 
Green as a transport node, but this time 
to accommodate expanding motor 
vehicle traffic. For this purpose, it was 
transformed from a T-shaped junction 
into a large roundabout while sections of 
the approaching roads – Derby Road and 
Nottingham Road forming the A6005, 
Midland Street, and Market Place – were 
widened to two lanes of traffic feeding 
into the roundabout. A smaller roundabout 

was also built less than 100m to the 
east at the junction with Midland Road. 
Carriageways were also widened at the 
expense of pavements and pedestrian 
crossings relocated farther away from 
the main junctions. Accompanying 
these interventions was a large-scale 
reconstruction of the town centre, with the 
construction of big box stores with large 
surface car parks such as Tesco, Asda, 
and Aldi. The cumulative effect of those 
interventions conferred the town centre a 
vehicle-dominated character, a townscape 
to be crossed by car rather than one to be 
reached and experience on foot.  

A draft proposal to convert the junction into 
a signalised roundabout was put forward by 
Derbyshire County Council (DDC) in 2014. 
The study contained plans to provide new 
controlled pedestrian crossings and cycle 
lanes along the A6005 as part of a cycle 
safety scheme. 
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2.2 Current condition
The Green and adjoining sections of Derby 
Road and Nottingham Road form part of 
the busy A6005 traffic corridor that passes 
through a busy and economically vibrant 
town centre. Most of the neighbouring 
buildings host a variety of ground floor retail 
and service activities while manufacturing 
retains a strong presence at the edges 
of the town centre. Educational and 
administrative functions, notably Erewash 
Borough Council, are also present. The side 
streets are mostly residential in character 
with a predominance of terraced and semi-
detached houses. Although commercial 
unit vacancy rates are low, there is a sense 
that the traffic-dominated environment has 
been detrimental to the quality of the local 
retail environment. 

The competing “movement” and “place” 
functions of this part of the Town have often 
caused friction, with significant vehicle 
congestion caused by passing traffic, bus 
movements, the high number of side streets, 
and kerbside activities. Traffic data show that 
Long Eaton Green is a hotspot for collisions, 
especially those involving cyclists. The 

highway design has not been significantly 
updated for decades and retains a vehicle-
dominated character. Derby Road and 
Nottingham Road, for example, typically 
have a single traffic lane in each direction 
with a central reservation for turning vehicles 
with an abundance of chevron markings. 
They are bordered by narrow pavements 
as well as narrow kerbside cycle lanes that 
are frequently blocked by turning vehicles 
and kerbside activities. The Green, a wide 
roundabout with a circumference of over 
40 metres has four connecting roads that 
split into two traffic lanes as they approach 
the junction. The inconvenient location 
of the signalised crossings creates long 
detours for pedestrians navigating through 
the busy roundabout. Pedestrian guardrails 
and busy bus stops located on already 
narrow pavements restrict their usable width 
even further, creating an uncomfortable 
space in which pedestrians are hemmed 
between heavy traffic, street clutter, and 
busy shopfronts. The tarmac paving of 
the footways has little aesthetic value 
and an uneven surface created by years 
of underground utility repairs that give it a 
patchy and tired appearance. 

The overall design of the streetscape is poor 
and does not confer any sense of arrival 
into an economically vibrant town centre. 
Most of the buildings that frame this area 
are of significant architectural interest. The 
architecture is predominantly Victorian, 
with a variety of detailing, functions, and 
layouts. Because of their historic value, many 
form parts of a conservation area and are 
protected by national or local listing. The 
poor appearance of the highway however 
does not reflect the architectural quality of 
the buildings that frame the environment. 
East and north of the Green, the streetscape 
is dominated by large modern buildings that 
have little aesthetic value and are fronted by 
large car parks that add little quality to the 
pedestrian environment. The roundabouts 
and adjacent central reservations are 
planted with trees and planting beds, 
however their inaccessible location does 
little to green a heavily paved streetscape. 

2Baseline
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LAND USE

Figure 3: Derby Road junctions land use and pedestrian desire line map



2.3 Key issues
The current primary function of the main 
Derby Road junctions and adjoining streets 
is to move large volumes of vehicle traffic 
while hosting a variety of services and retail 
activities. There are, however, a number of 
issues that would need to be addressed 
to support a step-change in people’s 
perception and use of the space as an 
attractive destination and a real gateway to 
the Long Eaton Town Centre. The issues can 
be classified as below:

Movement, access and safety 
• Narrow footways, especially near 

roundabout where more footfall is 
expected due to retail;

• Pedestrian crossings are missing at 
some desire lines;

• Wide junctions with wide kerb radii and 
long pedestrian crossings;

• Bus lay-bys encroach on nearby traffic 
lane; and

• Large numbers of junctions on the north 
side of A6005.

Streetscape 
• The abundance of road hatching 

contributes to a car-oriented 
environment; 

• Street clutter, especially pedestrian 
guardrails; 

• Public lighting is car-oriented;

• Lack of street furniture coordination; 

• Footway paving is patchy and 
unappealing; and 

• Lack of accessible street greenery. 

F.4 

F.5 

F.6 

Figure 4: 
Patchy and unappealing footway
Figure 5: 
Bus stop on a section of Derby Road with a 
single lane of traffic in each direction
Figure 6: 
The abundance of road hatching 
contributes to a car-oriented environment

2Baseline
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Cycling
• Unprotected cycle crossing  

at roundabouts; 

• Narrow cycle lanes - the recommended 
minimum width is 1.5 metres; and

• Inconsistent cycle lanes design, and 
discontinuous lane markings. 

Placemaking/ built environment
• Lack of active frontages east of  

Trent Street;

• The roundabouts not designed at  
human scale;

• Lack of green spaces; and

• Wider townscape improvement 
opportunities must be considered. 

Figure 7: 
Lack of green spaces
Figure 8: 
Pedestrian crossing south of the Green
Figure 9: 
Narrow cycle lanes along Derby Road
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Figure 10: 
Roundabout not designed at human scale
Figure 11: 
Discontinuous cycle lanes
Figure 12: 
Wider townscape improvement 
opportunities must be considered
Figure 13: 
Lack of street furniture coordination
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F.13 
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2.4 Constraints
Any streetscape design proposal would 
have to take into consideration a few 
significant constraints in the study area. 

One of the main considerations relates to 
vehicle access and movement, in particular 
heavy traffic volumes along the A6005 and 
their impact on the quality of the place and 
pedestrian movement. Both the corridor 
and the main junction carry a large number 
of vehicles, including lorries and buses, 
most of which only passes through Long 
Eaton. While minimising journey times was 
not the objective of the current commission, 

any design must be mindful of potential 
additional adverse impacts. Derby Road and 
Nottingham Road also connect with a dense 
network of minor streets with junctions and 
east-west pedestrian crossings spaced 
closely with one another. Any changes to 
traffic patterns on the A6005 could have 
significant impacts on neighbouring streets 
and must maintain and if possible, improve 
the safety of all road users at minor junctions. 
Due to the high volumes of traffic and 
complex array of traffic movements, careful 
traffic management is needed throughout 
the duration of works to mitigate their impact 
on traffic flows and maintain the safety of all 

road users. The next chapter summarises 
the finding of the traffic study in more detail. 

Particular consideration must be given to 
the movement of buses. The town centre is 
served by many bus lines and a major bus 
hub in Long Eaton, with stops located at 
the Green, Trent Street, Market Place, and 
Town Hall. At the latter, buses stopping for 
passengers hold up vehicles on sections 
of Derby Road where there is a single traffic 
lane in each direction.  

The A6005 is an important cycling route and 
it is EBC’s objective to encourage cycling in 
Long Eaton. The Green, however, has a high 

Figure 14: 
Pedestrian crossings missing at some desire lines

Figure 15: 
Street clutter along Derby Road

F.14 
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concentration of cycling collisions. There 
are also safety concerns regarding the 
design of the existing kerbside cycle lanes 
along the A6005 due to their inadequate 
width (less than 1.5 metres in most places) 
and inconsistent markings. Any changes to 
the road geometry must therefore include 
provisions to improve the safety of cyclists at 
both the main junction and along the A6005.

Another constraint might be the continued 
commercial trading in the study area while 
any proposed streetscape works are 
being executed. The town centre is Long 
Eaton’s main commercial area and attracts 
a large volume of shoppers and workers. 
There also remains a strong manufacturing 
presence that requires access by lorries and 
commercial vehicles. Considerate traffic 
management and liaising with affected 
businesses is thus required before and 
throughout the duration of works to prevent 

any adverse economic impacts on local 
businesses. The access and safety of 
pedestrians must also be taken into account. 
Careful phasing of the works, together with 
detailed project execution and H&S plans, 
must provide a working methodology that 
allows activities to take place safely while 
the works are being delivered.

Planting beds and a small number of trees, 
some of which mature, are located in the 
middle of both roundabouts and traffic 
islands. Any proposal should seek to retain 
and include the trees in the new designs 
where possible. Any loss of trees must be 
replaced through the planting of an even 
larger number of trees, and the new design 
should seek opportunities to add more 
greenery in a heavily paved streetscape. 

One major constraint is underground 
utilities. Figure 16 shows the location 
and type of services running below 
ground in the study area. While any 
proposed design should consider 
potential conflicts with utilities, some 
relocation will be inevitable in locations 
with significant changes to the kerb line. 
For example, many lighting columns and 
traffic signals will need to be relocated, 
and important changes to the drainage 
system are required. Excavations for 
the installation of new tree pits are also 
likely to require diversions. Although this 
risk has been accepted, relocations will 
incur a substantial cost and potential for 
delays. This can be mitigated by retaining 
as much of the current arrangement 
as possible and locating new kerb lines 
away from utilities wherever possible. 
Figure 16 shows that, while numerous, 
most underground utilities are located 
below the pavements. As most of 
the reconstruction involve widening 
footways into the carriageway, conflicts 
with utilities should be infrequent and 
existing utility lines can be retained in 
their current location. 

2Baseline
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Figure 16: Map showing utilities in the core study area
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3. Workshops

3.1 Introduction
The consultant team proposed two interactive 
workshops to give the key stakeholders within 
EBC and Long Eaton Town Deal Board the 
opportunity to contribute to the development 
of potential solutions for the study area and 
provide real-time feedback to the emerging 
design options. Due to COVID-19 travel 
restrictions, the workshops were held online 
via MS Teams.

Rational and aim of the workshops
The workshops were aimed at generating a 
draft vision and emerging design options for 
the Derby Road junctions, with supporting 
objectives and development principles. 
They also aimed to reach an agreement on 
the preferred spatial arrangement for public 
realm improvements in the study area.

3.2 Workshop 1
The first workshop was held on 7/12/2020 
and covered the following topics:

• Placemaking principles; 
• Summaries of recent AECOM Long 

Eaton Town Centre traffic studies;
• Pedestrian desire lines;
• Current issues and opportunities;
• Discussion on spatial and technical 

design issues;
• Potential interventions and case studies 

of comparable placemaking projects;
• Discussion on visions, objectives, and 

value drivers; and
• Discussion on emerging design options.

Assumptions
The workshop set out a series of key 
assumptions that would guide the emerging 
design solutions, namely:

• The “place” function of the junctions 
will be prioritised over its “movement” 
function;

• The design of the new junctions 
should be guided by the principles of 
“placemaking”;

• The new design should adhere to a 
hierarchy of modes with the following 
order of priority: walking first, then 
cycling, followed by public transport, and 
lastly motor vehicles;

• Average journey times will not be 
prioritised for the purpose of this 
exercise; and

• The design implications of HS2 will not 
be considered.
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Summary of AECOM Long Eaton Town 
Centre traffic studies
A Stage 1 Traffic Study undertaken between 
May and August 2020 (based on traffic 
counts undertaken in 2017) analysed traffic 
conditions and outlined high-level options 
for traffic flow and safety improvements, 
especially for cyclists. Another study 
examined pedestrian desire lines in the town 
centre in comparison with the location of 
crossings. 

The key findings on which the present study 
relies were presented in the first workshop 
and are summarised below:

• The town centre is crossed by one of the 
most heavily trafficked sections of the 
A6005;

• The A6005 suffers from side-road 
friction, with multiple side-roads, 
pedestrian crossings, and bus stops 
reducing highway capacity;

• Long Eaton Green has a high concentration 
of collisions involving cyclists;

Scope:  
What is included, what are we addressing as 
part of this project?
Consider the wider, functional town centre, not 
just the main Derby Road junctions

Context:  
What else is happening around our project, 
which might affect it?
Long Eaton is not a failed/failing town centre, but 
one with potential to fail, unless there is active 
management of opportunity and a proactive 
response to HS2

Timing:  
How long will our project take, when will it start?
Project delivery over the next 5 years, set within a 
longer 10 year timeframe for change

Business Objective:  
What are we aiming to do, what is the benefit to 
be achieved by the project?
To deliver a series of interventions and 
improvements focusing on the safety of users, as 
well as retaining and enhancing the vitality of the 
Long Eaton Town Centre

Boundary conditions: 
What is definitely not included in our Vision?
The focus is the Long Eaton Town Centre, as formally 
designated in policy, but recognising linkages and 
connections with other components of the town 
(e.g., West Park & the canal) 

• Options to improve cycling safety 
at the junctions were outlined; they 
include converting the roundabouts into 
signalised junctions as well as alternative 
roundabout designs with segregated 
cycle lanes and crossings; 

• The location of pedestrian crossings at 
the junctions does not match pedestrian 
desire lines. 

Developing a Vision 
In the first workshop, the consultant team 
suggested that a Vision designed to guide 
a project like Long Eaton Green should 
have certain key components. From the 
discussion, the following considerations of 
a Vision for the Derby Road junctions were 
identified below:

3 Workshops 
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Value drivers
The value drivers that emerged from the 
workshops can be found here:

Value Driver Definition of Success

Safety

• Reduced opportunity for conflict between pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles
• Increased number of raised pedestrian crossings
• Fewer KSIs (killed or seriously injured)
• Fewer ‘close misses’
• Lower speed limit
• Fewer motor vehicles travelling above 20 mph
• Higher numbers and more diverse profiles (age, gender) of cyclists

Connectivity

• Shorter distances between pedestrian crossings and desire lines
• Shorter pedestrian crossings distances
• Wider pedestrian crossings
• Greater accessibility for wheelchair users
• More conveniently located bus stops                                                                                                                   
• More bus passengers
• Reduced average delays to bus journeys

Increased 
vitality

• Increased footfall
• More spending in neighbouring businesses
• More café and restaurant outdoor seating areas
• Reduced retail unit vacancy rates
• Increase in measurable investment in the town centre (metrics to be defined)

Greening
• Increased numbers of street trees 
• Reduced air pollution
• Reduced noise pollution

Beauty

• More areas with new paving materials
• Fewer road markings
• Decrease in pedestrian guardrails and other elements of street clutter
• More visual coordination in street furniture items
• Visual integration with the Market Place and High Street schemes

Liveability

• Wider footways
• Increased area of usable pedestrian space
• Increased number of lighting columns
• Increased number of benches
• Greater diversity in profiles of public space users (age, gender, occupation…)

Table 1: Derby Road junctions value drivers

3 Workshops 
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Additional considerations 
The first workshop left ample room for  
open discussions on key parameters 
identified by the respondents. The 
major considerations that were either 
strengthened or that emerged from the 
discussions are listed below:

• The proposals must conform with  
and support EBC’s objectives for the 
town centre;

• The public realm improvements 
must convey a sense of arrival that 
encourages road users to navigate 
through the town centre at a more 
cautious pace;

• Any new trees and planters that 
are proposed must be maintained 
adequately;

• Any new traffic regulations created by the 
scheme such as kerbside activities and 
cycling must be practical to enforce; and

• More careful consideration must be 
given to bus movements and stops.

The discussions also led to a refinement of 
the extent of the study area. The core study 
area was extended west along Derby Road 
to the Hamilton Road junction, a location 
where good visibility enables a safer change 
in road conditions to mark the entrance into 
the town centre. Due to marked differences 
in the road geometry of Nottingham Road 
and technical constraints imposed by the 
retaining walls east of Conway Street, the 
boundaries of the core study area were 
moved closer to the town centre to stop 
east of Trent Street. The updated extent of 
the study area is shown in Figure 1. 

3 Workshops 
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3.3 Workshop 2
Following up on the first workshop, a second  
workshop was held on 16/12/2020 with the 
following agenda:

• Placemaking case studies (see Appendix 
for potential interventions); 

• Presentation of design options;
• Discussion on design options; and
• Discussion on report content.

Design options
The Stage 1 Traffic Study undertaken by 
AECOM in August 2020 included a high-level 
sifting exercise for different junction design 
options according to how well they improve 
both the “place” function of the junctions and 
the quality of the experience of the place, as 
well as how they support local trips into and 
out of the town centre. Drawing from that 

exercise as well as the outcomes of the first 
workshop, the consultant team prepared a 
set of four spatial design options, looking at 
how the general arrangement of the study 
area might change in order to meet the 
aspirations of the original brief. The designs 
aimed at informing the process of identifying 
a working solution for future movements and 
functions, which will then provide the basis 
for streetscape improvements in the study 
area and, potentially, other interventions 
elsewhere in the town centre.

Two pairs of complementary design options 
were produced for the second workshop, 
one looking at the two roundabouts and 
one at the section of Derby Road between 
Hamilton Road and the Green. The options 
at one location were designed to be 
interchangeable with any option in the other, 
allowing a high level of flexibility. 

The two options for the main junctions 
are:

• Option 1: signalised junctions.
• Option 2: reconfigured roundabout.

The two options for Derby Road are:

• Option A: wide footways with 
central reservation paved over.

• Option B: extra-wide footways with 
central reservation removed.

3 Workshops 
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3 Workshops 

Long Eaton Green Option 1:  
signalised junctions

• Existing roundabouts changed into 
signalised junctions to allow for co-
ordination between the junctions and 
introduction of bus priority;

• Wider footways;
• Pedestrian crossings closer to  

desire lines;
• More comfortable bus lay-bys;
• 20 mph speed limit;
• Additional consideration: new public 

space and building frontage for the  
S-E corner of LEG.

Figure 17: Long Eaton Green Option 1
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KEY

Signals only to 
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crossing peds

Signals only to 
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crossing peds

Give way at this 
point

Give way at 
this point
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Bus gate (short length of 
bus-lane) to allow bus to 
advance on green light 

No crossing at this point 
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(A) Lack of space and

(B) Provision of crossings at 
north and south junctions

Right turn heading north is a 
tight fit but works with tracking, 
lane width sub standard

Maintained minimum 
width here due to 
proximity of retaining 
wall behind

Bus lane
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Long Eaton Green Option 2:  
reconfigured roundabout

• Existing roundabouts changed into 
smaller roundabout and signalised 
junction;

• Wider footways;
• More comfortable bus lay-bys;
• Midland and part of Trent St form a one-

way system;
• 20 mph speed limit;
• Additional consideration: new public 

space and building frontage for the  
S-E corner of LEG.

Figure 18: Long Eaton Green Option 2

Footway

Central reservation

Carriageway

Bus laybys

Bus stops

Existing layout

Development 
opportunity

KEY

Bus lane

Turn left bypass 
may need to be 
merge on Trent 
Street to improve 
weaving

Bus stop modified to allow bus to 
sit adjacent to the kerb and allow 
for signal controlled crossing

Footway widened on Trent 
Street in vicinity of Church 
and Nursery access; Mitigates 
against increased traffic flow

Roundabout reduced in 
size from approximately 
46m ICD to 38m ICD; 
Functional design as existing; 
Reduced movements; 
Signal controlled staggered 
pedestrian crossings on all 
arms set back 20 m; No guard 
railing to minimise clutter

Midland Street and part of 
Trent Street one way with 
left in/ left out junction

20 mph zone starts on 
junction approach as this is 
where retail area begins and 
pedestrian activity is greater; 
Nature of road changed to with 
traffic cycles and narrow lanes 
with central reserve; existing 
cycle lane feeds into ASL
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3 Workshops 

Derby Road Option A:  
central reservation paved over

• Central reservation paved over;
• Wider footways;
• Narrower traffic lanes;
• Removal of kerbside cycle lanes;
• 20 mph speed limit;
• Bus stop realignment;
• Additional considerations: junction 

treatments outside of core site area.

Figure 19: Derby Road Option A

20 mph zone to start at 
Hamilton Street junction: 
start of area with 
narrower traffic lanes to 
be shared with cyclists

Existing parking bay 
retained and converted 
into inset bay

Existing pedestrian 
crossing removed and 
replaced by two new 
crossings to improve 
junction safety and provide 
more crossing points

Town Hall bus stop 
removed from final 
Option A design in both 
directions to improve 
traffic flows and create 
more pedestrian space

Design to tie with Long 
Eaton Green Options 1 
or 2

Pavement on south 
side of bridge to be 
pedestrians-only 

Footway

Central reservation

Carriageway

Bus laybys

Bus stops

Existing layout

KEY
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3 Workshops 

Derby Road Option B:  
central reservation removed

• Removal of central reservation;
• Extra-wide footways;
• Narrower traffic lanes;
• Removal of kerbside cycle lanes;
• 20 mph speed limit;
• Bus stop realignment;
• Additional considerations: junction 

treatments outside of core site area.

Figure 20: Derby Road Option B

Footway

Central reservation

Carriageway

Bus laybys

Bus stops

Existing layout

KEY

Design to tie with Long 
Eaton Green Options 1 or 2

20 mph zone to start at 
Hamilton Street junction: 
start of area with 
narrower traffic lanes to 
be shared with cyclists

Pavement on south 
side of bridge to be 
pedestrians-only 

Existing pedestrian 
crossing removed to 
improve junction safety
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4. Preferred Options

4.1 Introduction
Participants in the workshops preferred 
Option 1 for the main junctions and 
Option A for Derby Road. Due to its more 
compact design, Option 1 was preferred 
on the basis that it provides more gains in 
usable pedestrian space and placemaking 
opportunities. Concerns were also 
expressed over the inclusion of Midland 
and Trent Street into a one-way gyratory 
in Option 2. On Derby Road, Option A was 
preferred due to the need for right turn 
pockets to prevent vehicles entering side 
streets from holding traffic and thus for 
the retention of a central reservation in a 
modified form. Together, the retained set 
of options is hereafter referred to as the 
preferred design. 

4.2 Detailed elements of 
the proposed design and 
key considerations
Key design and operation considerations are 
described hereafter.   

Vehicle access, movements, and traffic 
regulations
The scheme aims to reduce the dominance 
of motor vehicle traffic while creating clearer 
and safer traffic movements. Whilst it was 
accepted that placemaking objectives 
would be prioritised over improving junction 
capacities or travel times, later and more 
detailed engineering studies should still 
strive to minimise any additional vehicle 
delays that would result from the scheme. 
The replacement of the existing pair of 
roundabouts with two signalised junctions 
allows for co-ordination between the signals, 
so that traffic between the junctions does 
not cause them to lock as may be the case 
with two closely spaced roundabouts at 
peak times. The new signals would also 
allow bus priority to operate. New traffic 
lanes and splitter traffic islands clarify 
vehicle movements ahead of the junctions 
and enable shorter, more direct pedestrian 
crossings. The new signal phasing should 
reduce the number of collisions as well as 
their severity at the main junctions. The 
removal of the Town Hall bus stops and 

realignment of those at the Green should 
eliminate delays to general traffic caused by 
stopping buses. 

The speed limit would be lowered to 20 
mph on the A6005 between Hamilton Road 
and Trent Street. The lower speed limit 
provides the opportunity to update the road 
geometry in accordance with a lower design 
speed with traffic calming interventions 
such as narrower traffic lanes and raised 
pedestrian crossings. It also enables the 
removal of kerbside cycle lanes and a 
safer mixing between cyclists and motor 
vehicles. In addition, the number of some 
road markings and signs can be reduced to 
create a less car-dominated landscape. All 
vehicle accesses to neighbouring properties 
are retained. Opportunities to extend the 20-
mph area beyond the study area should be 
considered in the future. 
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Parking
The short parking bay on Derby Road 
between Hamilton Road and Bridge Street 
is retained and converted into an inset 
parking bay. The proposal retains the existing 
kerbside restrictions everywhere else in 
the study area and no changes to existing 
parking regulations are proposed. All vehicle 
accesses to private properties and off-street 
parking are maintained. 

Buses
Bus traffic flows are to be improved and 
delays minimised. New bus lanes between 
Midland Street and Trent Street in both 
directions enable smoother bus movements 
by eliminating conflicts with general vehicle 
traffic. The introduction of signalised 
junctions also allows for bus detection 
and priority, as implemented elsewhere by 
Derbyshire County Council. The Long Eaton 
Green bus stops are realigned due to the 
changes in road geometry. The consolidation 
of bus stops through the removal of the 
Town Hall stops in both directions enables 
a smoother traffic flow and eliminates 
redundancies in the bus network as they 
are located less than 200m west of the 

Long Eaton Green stops. Their removal 
also creates a more comfortable walking 
environment by providing more usable 
footway space. The bus stop on the north 
side of Trent Street is retained. South of the 
study area, the inset bay at Market Place is 
to be converted into a stop for southbound 
buses. All bus stops in the study area as well 
as those on Market Place are to be equipped 
with new shelters and real time information.  

Walking 
The reconfiguration of the Derby Road 
junctions and the A6005 corridor creates 
more usable walking space. Wider footways 
are gained over vehicle space. The repaving 
of all footways in the study area with high-
quality materials should reinforce the 
role of the Long Eaton Town Centre as an 
attractive destination rather than a simple 
thoroughfare. The lower speed limits are 
accompanied by complementary traffic 
calming measures that benefit pedestrian 
safety such as raised pedestrian crossings, 
narrower footways, and wider traffic islands. 
The removal of the Town Hall bus stops 
and of all the pedestrian guardrails also 
increase available pedestrian space by 
removing existing footway pinch points. 

Overall, the scheme creates a safer and 
more comfortable environment for walking 
and shopping, strengthens pedestrian links, 
improves the quality of the public realm, and 
reasserts the prominence of the Long Eaton 
Town Centre as a destination. 

Cycling
The existing kerbside cycle lanes are of 
inadequate width for safe passing and create 
too many potential conflicts with turning 
and overtaking vehicles. The lowering of 
the speed limits to 20 mph and narrowing 
of traffic lanes enable safe mixing between 
cyclists and motor vehicles on the A6005. 
The cycle lanes can therefore be removed 
safely. For the same reasons, the shared 
pavement on the south side of the Erewash 
Canal should be rebuilt as a pedestrian-only 
pavement. 

Greening 
The proposal requires the removal of most 
of the trees in the roundabouts. A greater 
number of trees in raised planters are to be 
planted on footways at the main junction 
to compensate for the loss of trees. The 
maintenance of the proposed trees must be 
carefully considered. 
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Utilities 
Utility plans were overlaid on the proposed 
design drawing to minimise conflicts. 
The plans show that most utility lines are 
located under the existing footways and 
are therefore less likely to impact on the 
design of the wider footways gained on the 
carriageways. Changes to the drainage are 
only expected to affect surface gullies and 
connections and will not have an impact on 
sewers. Due to changes in kerbing, lighting 
columns cannot be retained at their current 
locations. New columns proposed along the 
new kerb lines must be connected to the 
underground electricity network. 

Drainage
Important changes to the kerb line require 
significant modifications to surface water 
drainage. Because new footway spaces 
are to be gained on the carriageway, many 
kerbside road gullies are to be converted 
into footway gullies with pedestrian-friendly 
covers. ACO drains are to be installed 
where widened footways require additional 
catchment capacity. New road gullies 
are required where footways have been 
extended and where raised pedestrian 

crossings have created new low spots. 
Connections between new and existing 
gullies or pipes are required. 

Other potential interventions
It is hoped that the interventions to create 
a more pedestrian-friendly town centre will 
serve as a catalyst for other public realm 
interventions in Long Eaton. For example, 
additional safety gains could be obtained 
by extending the 20-mph area and installing 
raised pedestrian crossings at more junctions 
along the A6005 beyond the study area. 
There is also a strong case for establishing 
a stronger landmark as an entrance to 
the town centre from the A6005. For this 
purpose, the property located south-east of 
Long Eaton Green could be redeveloped to 
create a new public space and building that 
have a stronger relationship with the newly 
reconfigured junction. Finally, streetscape 
improvements at the A6005 and the High 
Street could be extended along the B6540 
(Market Place and Tamworth Road) with wider 
pavements, high-quality paving materials, and 
street greening.
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F.21 Figure 21: Plan of the preferred design



Road resurfacing

Footway (granite 
slabs)

Central reservation 
(granite setts)

Blister tactile paving

Raised tables (granite 
setts)

Asphalt ramp

Footway channel

Bus lay-by 

Full height kerb

Flush kerb

Road marking

Granite stringer

Existing road gully

New road gully

Existing gully to be  
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into footway gully

Existing gully to be 
covered
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Sketch of the proposed interventions
The drawing on the opposite page provides 
an overview of the proposed interventions at 
the main Derby Road junctions.



Pedestrian crossings 
moved closer to 
pedestrian desire lines

Tightened junction with widened 
footways to provide more usable 
pedestrian space

New street trees to mitigate the 
visual impact of traffic and improve 
the quality of the public realm

Opportunity to improve the 
building frontage for the 
south-east corner of the Green

Provision of benches and 
street greening to soften 
the public realm

Retention of 
existing trees

Spill out space to 
encourage people to 
gather outdoors



4.3 Budget and cost estimate
To assist with the application process to the 
Towns Fund, a budget cost for the proposed 
streetscape works is required. The proposed 
scheme has not been worked up in any 
great detail and might best be described as 
a high level concept, but it is still possible to 
provide a cost estimate for the works, albeit 
one that is heavily caveated.

For example, the early stage of design 
and costing means that a greater level of 
contingency is required to allow for subsequent 
design and technical inputs arriving at a more 
complex or costly solution.  This is a known risk 
with costing at such an early, high level stage 
of design, so it needs to be managed via the 
contingency attached to the budget cost.

It should also be borne in mind, that this 
budget estimate has not been market tested 
and it is very likely that when a detailed 
scheme is presented to the market for 
pricing, contractors will provide a wide range 
of costs which will vary depending on a 
number of factors, such as their experience 
of similar projects, their attitude to risk and 
their understanding of the overall design 
intent and technical specification. 

Table 2: Cost estimate

Description Amount

Preliminaries £153,076

Site Clearance £54,872

Drainage £102,477

Earthworks £213,074

Road Pavement £350,412

Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas £2,058,533

Traffic Signs and Road Markings £34,166

Traffic Installation £272,500

Lighting £162,000

General Items (other) £178,093

Sub-Total £3,522,770

Sub-Total Including +50% Contingency Assumption £5,329,155
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5. Summary & Next Steps

5.1 Introduction
This study is intended to support 
subsequent stages of the planning, design 
and delivery processes and should only 
be one of the first steps. The intention is 
that this report will support the Towns Fund 
submission by EBC, with an aim to secure 
funding for the Derby Road junctions in Long 
Eaton.

5.2 Summary of workshop 
outcomes
A number of key points were agreed by  
the attendees of the two workshops.  
These include:

• The design should prioritise the “place” 
function of the junctions over their 
“movement” function and minimising 
journey times should not be prioritised in 
this exercise;

• The proposal should improve the safety 
of all road users, especially cyclists;

• The preferred design option involves the 
conversion of the two roundabouts into 
a pair of signalised junctions. This option 
maximises the amount of additional 
usable pedestrian space. Traffic 
signals also help share out demand at 
congested times and stop side-arms 
from being cut-off by heavy mainline 
traffic flows by providing them with their 
own stage. The close spacing of the 
junctions allows for the signals to be 
co-ordinated, so that traffic between the 
junctions does not cause the junctions 
to lock; 

• On the adjoining section of Derby Road, 
the retention of a central reservation 
and the narrowing of the carriageway in 
favour of footways was preferred;

• The workshops confirmed the need to 
realign and consolidate some bus stops 
to improve bus efficiency and remove 
traffic choke points on the A6005;

• The choice of the preferred options has 
shaped what some of the public realm 
interventions might look like in terms of 
materials, planting, etc;

• Lowering the speed limit to 20 mph is key 
in reinforcing the town centre’s “place” 
function and improving pedestrian and 
cycling safety;

• The geometry and technical challenges 
along Nottingham Road are different, so 
streetscape and highway improvements 
on Nottingham Road should be 
examined separately. 

5.3  Next steps
The options exercise set out within this 
document is intended to provide EBC 
with a sufficiently robust evidence base 
to support its wider application for capital 
funding from the Towns Fund. The primary 
purpose of this study is to define a potential 
capital investment project the study area 
centred around the Derby Road junctions. 
In the event of a successful Towns Fund 
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application, the concept proposals and high-
level cost plan will be developed further, with 
the intention of delivering a highways safety 
and streetscape improvement scheme 
(the nature of which will depend on the 
extent of the funding available). Timeframes 
for delivery will depend on when funding 
becomes available and the time required 
to carry out the more detailed design and, 
where necessary, permitting exercises.

Finally, the Vision proposed in Chapter 3 
is nested in the wider vision for the Long 
Eaton Town Centre and should be seen as 
an important component of a longer- term 
strategy focusing on the revitalisation of 
the Long Eaton Town Centre. The intention 
is that the townscape and highway safety 
improvements proposed in this study should 
act as a catalyst for further investment in the 
next 5-10 years.

5.4 Proposed phasing
The table opposite summarises the 
proposed phasing of the proposed 
streetscape improvements, with a 
description of each task, the expected 
outcome, and estimated timeframe. 

Task Description Outcome Timeframe

Detailed 
Design

• Prepare detailed planning 
application materials

• Public Consultation
• Liaison with Highways 

Authority
• Pre-app discussions with LPA
• Prepare and submit Detailed 

Planning Application

• Detailed Planning 
Application

• Highways Regs 
submissions

• Allow a couple of months to get 
a consultant in place, whether 
it be by direct appointment or 
competitive tender

• Up to 6 months to prepare 
the documentation, public 
consultation, submission, etc.

Planning 
Permission

• Negotiation with LP and 
Highways Authority, as 
required, to secure Detailed 
Permission and Approvals

• Potentially some re-working 
or clarification of the 
information submitted for 
approval/new studies or 
evidence, etc.,

• Detailed Planning 
Permission

• Highways Regs 
Approvals

• It would be advisable to get 
a consultant in place to help 
manage this process (could 
be the consultant from the 
previous task).

• Potentially 3-6 months

Construction 
Package

• Construction drawings (more 
detailed)

• Construction Specification
• Schedule of Works (for 

contractor to price)
• Tender Package and contract 

preparation

• Tender information 
package

• 3-6 months
• A consultant would be 

needed to prepare the tender 
information package. Typically, 
the same consultant team would 
be used, but a new consultant 
could also be appointed (which 
would mean additional time for 
procurement).

Table 3: Proposed phasing
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Task Description Outcome Timeframe

Construction 
Tender 
Process

• Notification (to framework or 
an invited list of contractors)

•  Tender action (documents out 
to contractors for pricing – 
need to allow for queries and 
liaison)

• Tenders returned and 
assessed

• Interview, if necessary
• Tender award 

• Construction 
contractor in place

• 2-4 months, perhaps longer
• A consultant will be required to 

manage/oversee this process, 
and it would make sense for it 
to be the consultant engineer 
appointed to prepare the tender 
package, with QS input (but a 
new appointment could still be 
made).    

Construction 
Phase

• Mobilisation
• Construction
• Testing and sign-off 

approvals
• Commissioning

• Mobilisation
• Construction
• Testing and sign-

off approvals
• Commissioning

• 2 months lead in, possibly more, 
depending on circumstances 
and approximately, 12 months for 
construction, depending on the 
outcome of the detailed design 
work.

• As before, a consultant will be 
required to manage the contract 
(could be internal, Derbyshire CC 
or a consultant) and, probably, 
someone to provide site 
engineering presence to make 
sure the works are carried out 
in accordance with the agreed 
contract. It would make sense if 
there was continuity and it was 
the same consultant through 
each stage, but there are options 
to vary the appointment, as 
noted above. 
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Appendix: Potential Interventions

Movement, access 
and safety Streetscape Cycling Built environment

• Wider footways • Street greening • Protected/stepped 
cycle track

• Active frontages 
east and north of 
roundabouts

• Better designed bus 
stops and lay-bys

• Removal of street 
clutter

• Wider cycle lanes OR 
safe mixing with traffic

• Roundabouts designed 
at a human scale

• More pedestrian 
crossings along A6005

• Coordinated street 
furniture

• Advanced stop lines • New green and public 
spaces

• Shorter pedestrian 
crossings

• Fewer road markings 
and signs

• Protected roundabout 
crossing

• Development sites – 
potential to facilitate 
other interventions

• Junction tables with 
raised pedestrian 
crossings

• High-quality paving • No interruptions in 
cycle route marking

• Extend footway at 
Conway Street

• Pedestrian-oriented 
public lighting

• Better signage

• More pedestrian space 
on south side of LEG

• Removal of guardrails 
at roundabout

• Clear transition to 
cycle track east of 
Station Road

• Pedestrian crossings 
at desire lines on LEG

Potential interventions
An array of potential interventions that 
could be applied to the study area was 
presented to the workshop attendees. 
These interventions are summarised in the 
table hereby. The photos on the next pages 
provide more illustrations of potential design 
elements element.

Table 4: Summary of potential interventions
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Figure 22: 
Hornchurch Town Centre enhancement scheme: wider 
pavements and a paved central reservation
Figure 23: 
Wide footways, narrower carriageways, and public seating in 
Carlisle Town Centre
Figure 24: 
Pedestrian space in front of Kings Cross Station
Figure 25: 
Raised pedestrian crossing in Southwark

Streetscape
The streetscape elements play a crucial 
role in any future interventions on the Derby 
Road junctions. This includes intervening on 
the public realm with both hard paving and 
soft landscaping. During the workshop some 
town centres and high streets examples 
were shared with attendees.

In many of the case studies, new pavement 
space was created to provide more usable 
areas for walking and sitting. New and 
existing spaces were also paved with 
attractive and durable materials such as 
natural stone flags and blocks.  
Managing traffic movements by narrowing 
or removing traffic lanes can also be 
beneficial in order to enhance the “place 
function” and eye-level experience.

In some cases, road markings and signs 
were rationalised and removed where 
possible, and central reservation hatch 

Potential Interventions
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Figure 26: 
Stamford New Road, Altrincham, before new streetscape works

Figure 27: 
Stamford New Road, Altrincham with low-level paved central 
reservation

Figure 28: 
Fountain Place, Poynton: a more carefully designed public realm 
can add vitality to town centres

Potential Interventions
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4.2 Streetscape

markings were replaced by high-quality 
paving. Traffic calming interventions and 
speed limit reductions can also change the 
perception of a space from a car-dominated 
thoroughfare to a more welcoming place. 

It is important to note that creating “active” 
building frontages can promote the quality 
of a place even on busy roads. The examples 
hereby show how the building enclosure 
can create spaces that are people-friendly, 
attractive and safe.

The most successful examples have 
managed to convey a sense of arrival in 
places comparable to the Derby Road 
junctions. This could be done by introducing 
a change in the paving materials, “anchoring” 
buildings at focal point (such as the 
south-east corner of the Green), or using 
distinctive planting for the area. The design 
interventions however need to be consistent 
with the visual identity of the town centre as 
a whole.

Figure 29: 
Details of footways and road markings
Figure 30: 
Previous (c.1980s) streetscape, Goose Green, Altrincham

Figure 31: 
New streetscape, Goose Green, Altrincham

Potential Interventions
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Figure 32: 
Lurgan, Northern Ireland; Use of wide footways and bus lay-bys 
to slow traffic flows and increase pedestrian space

Figure 33: 
Stratford Town Centre: establishment of a two-way traffic system 
to reduce collisions and improve connectivity. A 20 mph speed 
limit and the provision of designated cycle paths and crossings 
are also under consideration. Creating wider footpaths can 
improve pedestrian flows and establish new public spaces to 
encourage social gatherings. 
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Figure 34: 
Fishergate in Preston: introduction of soft landscaping to 
decrease the impact of traffic
Figure 35: 
Use of fixed planters in Hong Kong

Soft landscaping
A central part of placemaking is urban 
greening, but this aspiration needs to 
be set against the very real constraints 
presented by maintenance requirements 
and underground utilities. 

With this in mind, some greening solutions 
employed elsewhere could address 
underground constraints such as fixed 
planters and surface installations that would 
allow shrub, perennial, and annual bedding 
plants to be installed in the public realm.

The soft landscaping used at Fishergate in 
Preston is shown alongside the previous 
street conditions in Figure 34. Soft planting 
minimises the negative impact of the hard 
surfaces and improves the quality of the 
place by regulating the climate through 
shading, cooling, and protection from the 
natural elements.

Potential Interventions
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Figure 36: 
An urban environment softened by trees and planting 
encourages people to enjoy public spaces

Figure 37: 
Low-level street greening

Figure 38: 
Use of trees and greening along a cycle track in Utrecht

Figure 39: 
The design of Leonard Circus, London aimed to increase street 
activities and reduce traffic speed
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Places for activities
There are various examples of public places 
where formal and informal performances and 
community activities occur. Most of the time, 
theses spaces allow these events to take 
place on an ad hoc basis and have become 
a focal point for events simply due to people 
gatherings either by accident or design. 

On other occasions, these spaces have been 
designed with a more explicit social purpose, 
or were modified to accommodate a range 
of activities and events which could include 
street artists, games for children, musical 
performances, outdoor theatres/cinemas, 
markets, and public art installations.

Figure 40: 
Open air cafe and outdoor cultural events are effective tools for 
the activation of public spaces

Figure 41: 
Busking in the public realm

Figure 42: 
Street performances promote socialising and gatherings

Potential Interventions
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Figure 43: 
Westfield Shopping Centre in Stratford
Figure 44: 
A place for children to play in the public realm

Figure 45: 
The area in front of the Westfield Shopping Centre in Stratford:  
a place for potential events
Figure 46: 
Arbory Bar in Melbourne: an inviting place for activities and 
socialising
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Figure 47: 
The addition of ground floor micro-retail spaces on San Pedro 
Street in San Jose has enlivened the community and renewed 
the pedestrian experience
Figure 48: Spillout spaces should be designed to encourage the 
presence of people in the public realm
Figure 49: 
Congress Avenue Pocket Park in Austin
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Shopfronts and spillout 
spaces
As noted in the streetsape examples, there 
are benefits to activating building frontages 
and providing different uses in order to 
attract and retain people in a town centre.

Interesting ground floor activities within or at 
the edges of buildings provide reasons for 
staying, helping local businesses to flourish 
and reinforcing the visual quality of a place. 
As extensions of shopfronts, spillout spaces 
such as restaurant terraces and outdoor 
cafés can be supported by other physical 
interventions such as kerb buildouts.

New spillout spaces in front of restaurants, 
bars, and other retails areas can either be 
created rapidly with cheap materials or built 
as hard paving using distinctive materials. 
Either should be complemented by soft 
landscaping elements such as grass, shrubs, 
perennial plantings, and trees.
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Figure 50: 
Spillout space on Newbury Street in Boston
Figure 51: 
Parklet in Vancouver
Figure 52: 
Tactical urbanism: a creative way to create flexible spillout spaces
Figure 53: 
A parklet in the Bishop Arts District: creation of new dining 
spaces to comply with COVID-19 regulations
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Street furniture
The choice of street furniture plays a large 
part in conveying the desired sense of place. 
The excessive use of street furniture like 
benches, kerbing, traffic signs and lighting 
columns can however have a negative 
impact on the streetscape by creating street 
clutter.

When used intelligently, street furniture can 
encourage people to stay and socialise and 
provide opportunities to rest, especially 
for the elderly and children. The most 
successful examples use street furniture to 
increase natural surveillance and to create 
a coherent visual identity for a place along 
with other elements of the public realm like 
soft landscape and paving materials.

Another consideration should be the use of 
locally distinctive and durable materials that 
are easy to maintain.

Figure 54: 
Wokingham Market Place: use of attractive benches and bins

Figure 55: 
Street furniture should be aligned with the main main pedestrian 
routes but not interfere with pedestrian desire lines
Figure 56: 
Illuminated bollard used to delineate the pavement

Figure 57: 
Baxter Gate, Loughborough: benches with integrated planters
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Figure 58: 
Lonsdale Street in central Dandenong

Figure 59: 
Bench with integrated planters

Figure 60: 
Planters with integrated seating

Figure 61: 
Placement of street furniture in coordination with trees
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Paving materials
The use of paving materials should be 
consistent across an area. The following 
images illustrate the use of various materials 
for traffic lanes, footways, kerbs, and other 
highway elements. Paving materials should 
contribute to the character of an area as a 
place to be read as a coherent whole.
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Figure 62: 
Contrasting paving materials used for delineatin in Preston
Figure 63: 
Use of high-quality paving materials in Preston
Figure 64: 
Detail of a pedestrian crossing in Preston
Figure 65: 
Use of granite blocks on Austin Friars
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The prioritising of pedestrians and cyclists 
in the Long Eaton Town Centre, highlighted 
in the workshops, can be communicated to 
all road users by the deliberate use of high-
quality and durable materials that convey 
a sense of entering into an area with a high 
“place” function.
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Figure 66: 
Use of stone blocks of different colours in Preston
Figure 67: 
Use of stone blocks of contrasting colours in Norwich
Figure 68: 
Raised pedestrian crossing with a plateau in blocks
Figure 69: 
Shrewsbury: use of distinctive paving slabs and blocks
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Figure 70: 
Use of stone setts for pedestrian crossing and tactile paving
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Bespoke interventions
In some places, bespoke innovative 
interventions have been used to increase 
sociability through the design and 
programming of public spaces. Thinking 
creatively about how a place can be 
designed differently is one of the key 
aspects that can help a community thrive.

The images shown hereby illustrate a wide 
variety of innovative examples across the 
world. The interventions affect various 
streetscape components such as street 
furniture, paving materials, landmarks, 
soft landscaping, or temporary activities. 
Benefits can be achieved rapidly and 
cheaply through the (re-)use of recycled 
or temporary materials such as paint, 
temporary installations, and quick kerbs. 

F.71 
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Figure 71: 
Superkilen Square and Superkilen Park, Copenhagen: a creative 
design to promote sociability 
Figure 72: 
San Francisco’s Living Innovation Zones Project: a wide footpath 
filled with objects of art and science to spark curiosity and 
encourage interactions with the objects
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Figure 73: 
Street trampolines in Copenhagen: using play as an opportunity 
to fulfil people’s desire for unexpected experiences and create 
interactions 

Figure 74: 
Pittsburgh Market Square: a public plaza filled with giant board 
games to bring opportunities to play

Figure 75: 
Lima: a creative use of soft landscaping

Figure 76: 
A  playground designed to encourage play in the public realm

Figure 77: 
Roombeek the Brook: use of water encourage people to linger in 
public spaces
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